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CHAMPION 

OF 

CHAMPIONS 
Martin Clarke gets the 2011 season off to a 

flying start for our teams as MKGCôs Perman 

Shield team annihilate Gillingham GC, East 

Kentôs winners of the Guilford Cup (they won 

by beating Littlestone in the final of this, their 

equivalent trophy) by a resounding 9İ - 2İ  

Team left to right -  Ian Whitehead, Damien 

Smith, Bruce Galbraith, Martin Clarke (capt), 

Shaun Barker, Paul Church, Alex Collins,  

Darren Smith, Jack Challis. 

The very sad news of the passing of 

SEVE BALLESTEROS has cast a 

cloud over golf this month.  

He was a true legend of the game,  an 

inspiration to golfers all over the 

world. He was a fantastic character, 

who nearly always had a smile on his 

face, a true Champion. He could play  

spellbinding shots, hole incredible 

putts, recover from all sorts of varied 

locations on the course, interact    

happily with the paying public, and do 

all this without ever spitting on the 

greens (take note Mr Woodsé.. Seve 

was a proper Champion !). 

Read page 2 for Mark Foremanôs  

personal memory of Seve and part of 

the Telegraphôs tribute to the great 

man.  
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Extracts from the Telegraph 

on Seve 
A player of great daring and flair, Ballesteros won 
87 titles, including three Open championships 
(1979, 1984 and 1988) and two Masters at     
Augusta (1980 and 1983). At one stage he made 
the World Match Play championship at Wentworth 
his own, winning it four times between 1981 and 
1985. He also proved a charismatic captain of the 
European team which won the Ryder Cup at  

Valderrama in 1997. 

Among Ballesterosôs many assets was his      
considerable strength; he had large hands with 
each of which, it was said, he could grasp 11 golf 
balls at once. He was also a most engaging    
personality, and the glamour that attached to him 
was in the early days enhanced by his youth. In 
July 1979 he became the youngest player in more 
than 100 years to win the Open; the following 
year, at Augusta, he became, at 23, the youngest 

Masters champion. 

Ballesteros won the Masters at Augusta at his 
fourth attempt; he was (until Tiger Woodsôs     
triumph in 1997) the youngest player ever to win 
the event ð three months younger than Jack 
Nicklaus had been when he took the title in 1963. 
Some of his opponents claimed that Ballesteros 
was fortunate, in that the conditions suited him. 
The Spaniard replied: ñI win on narrow courses, I 
win on open courses. I win when itôs wet and I win 
when itôs dry. I win when itôs windy and I win when 

itôs calm. Still they say I am lucky 

At his best Ballesteros was gifted with a soaring 
drive, and his short game was among the best 
ever seen on a golf course ð on countless occa-
sions he was able to make a birdie or par where 
neither had seemed possible. He once observed: 
ñIt doesnôt matter where you hit the drive if you 

make the putt.ò 

He was a superb chipper of the ball and a master 
of the bunker shot; and he seemed to know    
instinctively how best to redeem a difficult       
situation, although he himself put it more        

prosaically:  

ñThe more you go into trees, 

the more you have practice.ò 

 

Seve - Memories by Mark Foreman ééé... 

óIôll never forget in 1984, when I was playing on the PGA       

European Tour at The Madrid Open. In those days, the practice 

range was in fact the polo field, and on the day before the    

tournament a lot of us players were out hitting balls. I was there 

with names such as Way, Rafferty, Lyle, Faldo - to name but a 

few - working on my game. There was a constant ñclickò every 

few seconds made by the sound of iron on balata as us players 

hit a constant stream of balls down the field. As I was hitting 

balls, I was aware that someone had set up next to me about 

10 yards further down, but as I was ñin the zoneò I didnôt look up 

BUT did notice that over the next 10 minutes the constant click 

of golf balls had slowed up to a dribble with only one click every 

minute or so. It was then that I looked up to see the great man 

himself, Seve, had parked himself next to me to practice. 

Not only that, but every other player on the field had started to 

gather round in a semi-circle to watch him hit balls. One of the 

more senior players asked Seve if it was ok for all us players to 

watch him, to which he replied ñé Sure, no problem.ò I watched 

him for about 30 minutes; the swing, the rhythm, and the total 

100% pureness of ball strike was amazing. The ease with 

which he swung was a joy to behold, and the crispness of the 

shots was incredible. It was almost mesmerising and something 

I will never ever forget. He has always been my idol, my hero 

and my inspiration, and I certainly had a tear in my eye when 

the news of his death broke.  

Thanks for the memories, Seve! 
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Vets   
SKVG 2011 League Table  

As at 21 May 
   P  W  L  D  Pts 

Rochester & Cobham  2   2   0   0   6 

Sittingbourne  3   1   1   1   5 

MKGC   2   1   1   0   4 

Bearsted  3   1   1   1   4 

Gillingham  2   1   1   0   3 

Sheerness  2   0   2   0   0 

 

Points allocated are -  Home win 3, away win 4,  

home draw 1, away draw 2, loss 0             

 

 

 

 

If you want more information 

about MK Vets or want to join 

for just £5 per annum, please        

contact -  

John Warner 01474 - 742932 

John Bryan 01474 - 533035  

Jim Johnston 01732 - 822015  

 

 

Life begins at 60ééé for only a óFiverô! 

One of the joys of passing 60 is looking forward to playing golf  

when, where and with whom you want to. At MKGC you are 

spoilt for choice - there are organised Club Competitions, 

monthly Medals, Mid Week Medals, Wednesday Evening 10 

Hole, Friday Mixed and a host of more loosely organised groups 

like Charlieôs Angels, WAGS and The Early Starters. Some are 

by entry in advance, others less formal ôturn up & playô affairs.ï 

the choice is yours!  

In past years, this left competitive golf against other Clubs not 

catered for at the over 60ôs level. To fill this gap, SKVG was 

founded to provide over 60 Inter Club Competition at both 

league and friendly level in Kent. There are currently at least 

257 MKGC members over 60and yet only 107 who have joined 

for a Ã5 membership fee the ñVetsò at Mid-Kent and therefore 

qualify for a brilliant dayôs friendly competitive golf . 

What are the full benefits of joining MKGC Vets? 

¶ SKGV league matches against local clubs. Our current 

league team under the Captaincy of Barry Plumb has done 

us proud in winning Group 4 League in 2010. All matches 

are on a no green fee reciprocal basis and at Ã12 a time for 

lunch and golf are excellent value. 

¶ If you feel your golf is not up to league standard, there are 

10 home and 10 away friendly matches (teams of 12ðjust 

put your name up on the Vets board in the locker room ) 

against local clubs like Sundridge Park and The Ridge to 

name only two. These matches currently also cost  only Ã12 

for a splendid lunch and a round of golf on excellent courses. 

¶ MK Vets Open in June is over-subscribed by visiting teams 

of three and the 32 vets who play with them. 

¶ MK Vets run monthly medal competitions, the results of 

which qualify for handicap revisions. The overall best golfer 

of the year wins The Costin Putter and competes in a SKGV     

winners competition at a course in Kent. There are Singles 

(Cobb Cup) and Doubles Competitions (Lewis Trophy) 

through the year.  

¶ MK Vets also have their own Web Site showing competition 

results, other Clubs Open Competitions and Entry Forms, 

Member Lists and The latest ñShrimperò in colour.   
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Congratulations to MICK JENNINGS who has ended up    

raising Ã21,121 for the ELLENOR LIONS HOSPICES 

through the sale of his book ñ Believe it or notô                                 

Although the much needed funds have already been given to 

them, the official handing over of the Ã21,121 raised is on   

July 1st. The EllenorLions Hospices team will ensure that the 

Shrimper receive photos. Mick would like to take this oppor-

tunity of thanking all at MKGC who have helped. 

If youôve not read the book, itôs not too late to get hold of a 

copy éé itôs an excellent, humourous and often nostalgic 

read with memories of Mickôs days in the Royal Marines, his    

English Channel swims (the book commorates the fiftieth  

anniversary of his first Channel swim on 1st August 1960) 

and more. 

Mick met all of the publishing and promoting costs, after 

which the proceeds from the sales of all of the books have 

been donated to this ômost wonderful of charitiesô. 

Mickôs words in the last paragraph of the bookôs preface says 

it all about this modest man (well, most of the time he is!!) - 

óShould you considerate it a not worthwhile read, I shall not 

be offended if I finish up hanging from the hook on the inside 

of the lavatory door, being put to good use , one page at a 

time!ô                                  

Fantastic achievement, Mick, really well done!     

Mention Mick Jenningsô and you can 

not but help thinking of that other well 

known fitness aficionado, Gary Player.   

Shrimper canôt resist publishing in this  

issue Garyôs ôTen Commandmentsô 

based on which he has lived his life, 

providing him with success achieved 

by very few. 

1.Change is the price of survival. 

2.Everything in business is negotiable, 

except quality. 

3.A promise made is a debt incurred. 

4.For all we take in life we must pay. 

5.Persistence and common sense are 

more important than intelligence. 

6.The fox fears not the man who 

boasts by night but the man who rises 

early in the morning. 

7.Accept the advice of the man who 

loves you, though you like it not at  

present. 

8.Trust instinct to the end, though you 

cannot render any reason. 

9.The heights of great men reached 

and kept were not attained by sudden 

flight but that, while their companions 

slept, were toiling upward in the night. 

10.There is no substitute for personal 

contact   
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LINDSAY MASTERS 2011 

The Lindsay Masters, one of the majors 

at Mid Kent ws played in two days of   

difficult, windy, bouncy conditions. It end-

ed in a tie for the coveted prize which 

means there will be an 18-hole play-offð

currently scheduled for the last Sunday 

of captainôs Week. Winners were Andy 

Lewis and Paul James who both finished 

on a very creditable level par nett total of 

140. Andy shot 66-74, whereas Paul 

shot the reverse scores of 74-66é great 

scoring guys! Andy & Paul pictured right 

 

In the Fathers & Sons competitions 

played on Good Friday, the Pilcher Cup 

was won by Pete & Ben Brisley.  

In the junior section for the Kevin Castle 

Cup there was a very close finish with 

only the countback separating the top 

two. Having both scored 43 points, the 

unlucky runners-up were Andy Lewis  

and Ollie Lewis-Perkins  with the win-

nersô trophy going to Adam Clarke and 

Haydn Clarke. Pete & Ben , Adam & 

Haydn pictured right 

 

 

Ian Finegan for winning the Handicap 

Prize at Rochester and Cobham in the 

South East England Mid Amateur 

Championships. Seen right here - Ian 

with trusty caddy Ty 
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Mixed Invitation ï 

Sunday 7th August 

2011 

This American Greensomes Stableford 

event is played off half handicap 

(maximum allowance 25 shots) and is 

open to all full members with a partner 

invited from another club.  Cost is £40 

per couple to include competition entry, 

Prize  Table and Carvery.   

Entry forms for this popular event are 

available in the lobby or by download-

ed from www.mkgc.co.uk/members/ 

Due to the popularity of this event, you 

are strongly urged to     return compet-

ed forms - with your cheque -  to the 

office by 7th July 2011.                                                                                                                                                                    

May Medal é.. and more winners!                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Knight, off to Vegas?         Heath Loten, highs & lows! 

Gary Knight won the chance to partner Mark Foreman in the 

Virgin Atlantic National Pro Am Championship by doing the 

best nett score over the May Medal with a nett 63! Keep it 

going ,Gary, and you could be on your way to Las Vegas!!! 

The full list of May Medal winners is - Saturday: Gold - Adam 

Clarke nett 65, Silver - Scott Lane nett 67 and Bronze - John 

Smith nett 66. On Sunday the winners were : Gold - Steve 

Pickin nett 68, Silver - Gary Knight nett 63, and Bronze - 

Kieran Small nett 66. Well done to all and to Robert Kimber 

who won the May Midweek Medal with a nett 64 ! 

The Jubilee Cup was played on Saturday May 14 and there 

was some fantastic scoring in the four-ball betterball format. 

Winners on the day were the brothers pairing of ñFredò and 

ñPercyò Drynan with a superb 46 points. Bad luck to the two 

runners-up pairings -  Neil Pattison & Steve Barrow and 

Grant Rayner and Mark Durling -  who both had 44 points! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heath Loten - Wooden Spoon winner in the Winter League 

but see page 7 for his amazing Midweek Medal score!   
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Winners & Losers 

Andy Mudge along with Steve Barnes were lucky 
enough to pick Charl Schwartzel in the Masters 
Pro Shop Sweepstake. Steveôs beaming smile 
and Andyôs happy face is seen here with their 
prize of a WHITE TAYLORMADE BURNER 2.0 

SUPERFAST DRIVER. Well done boys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A loser ...and a winner was Shaun our Captain 

who unfortunately had his golf clubs stolen from 

his van. Well, the TOUR EDGE rep happened to 

be visiting when the news broke and because of 

Shaunôs lofty position in the club he very kindly 

offered to kit him out at a special ñambassadorsò 

price to help him get back on the course as soon 

as possible.  

Shaun is now the proud owner of a full set of cus-

tom built TOUR EDGE EXOTICS as used by 

many tour players, and he loves them! Youôve all 

heard of Captain Sensible, and Captain Ameri-

caé Well now weôve got CAPTAIN EXOTICS! 

 

At North Foreland in the Kent Mid-Age Championships, 
played in a howling wind  Bruce Galbraith had a hole in one 
at the short 11th.  

At Mid Kent, Dave Lee had an ace in the Gwynne Bennett at 
the 4th hole and followed it up with another in the Lindsay 
Masters at the 13th hole. Some guys have all the luck!  

Did you hear about the hole in one on a par 5? Well, it       
happened at Mid Kent on Good Friday. It was witnessed by 
Colin Dalton who was out on his own late afternoon for a few 
holes, and had just holed out on the 2nd. As he walked off 
the green towards the 3rd tee, he heard a ball land and 
turned round to see an errant tee shot from the 8th land in the 
semi-rough behind the 2nd green, take a couple of bounces, 
then roll across the 2nd green and into the hole!! Itôs not real-
ly an ace, but itôs a great story!  

It turns out that it was a guest of Steve Brooker, who used to 
be a member Graham Woolmer. Great shot Graham. 

Not an ace but well worth a mention - Heath Loten had a 
spectacular few holes in the Midweek Medal with a feat that 
weôre sure has never been done at Mid Kent in the same 
round before. He started and finished with a birdie (i.e. 2 at 
the 1st and 3 at the 18th) and sandwiched in the  middle of 
the round was an eagle 2 at the 10th!!  

Make mine a double, Dave! 
 

Holes in one é. and other feats! 
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Ian Poulter Collection 
 

If you want to look like Ian and who knows even 
play like him , brand new in the shop is the very 
exclusive IAN POULTER collection of clothing, 

with tartan trousers, shirts, shorts, belts, caps and 
visorsé everything to make you stand out on the 

golf course! 
It is top quality and very classy, so if you want to 
improve your image, you should pop in and have 

a look ! 

 

 

 

 

HOW MANY 12 FOOTERS DO YOU SINK? 

If you neglect your alignment on the tee box, you can probably 
get away with it most of the time. But by the time you get to 
the green, alignment has become critically important. Itôs not a 
20 ï 30 yard target now; itôs a 4İ inch target. 

A study of over a thousand golfers found that on a straight 12 
foot putt, the golfers, all with a handicap of less than 24, lined 
up with an aim that would miss the hole over 43% of the time. 

When a marker was placed at 6 feet, between them and the 
hole, the same golfers improved their accuracy of alignment 
from 57% to 68%. Thatôs a big improvement, but it still means 
that our test golfers were aiming to miss on 32% of their      
efforts. Thatôs a lot of missed 12 foot putts before we even   
get into making the putting stroke. 
What it does say, is that we line up far better the closer the  
target is. So remember when lining up the putt, find a point 3 
to 6 feet away that is down the middle of the line you want. 
Then line your Putter head up square to the line you want to 
start the ball out on. 

As you setup though, remember itôs not just your Putter that 
must be setup on the correct line. Your shoulders and your  
elbows must be lined up parallel to the line you are starting 
your putt on. 

It doesnôt matter if your feet are open or closed, your elbows 
and your shoulders must have a line through them both that is 
parallel to the target line. 

Of course, part of the problem of alignment is lining up the 
Putter face at 90Á to the target line, to ensure a square face 
that will set the ball down that line. Manufacturers have been 
working to solve that problem. 

If you are struggling with alignment then make a point of   
coming into the Pro Shop - there are simple and easy drills to 
quickly improve your alignment. 
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Past Lady Captains Away Day 

On a sunny day in May,15 past lady captains of 
MKGC had their annual away day, returning to 
Poult Wood Golf Club near Tonbridge.            
Including the current Lady Captain, the years of 
captaincy spanned was 37 with Joan Hopper   

Lady Captain in 1974.   

Winner on the day with a superb 41 points was 
Margot Edwards, Lady Captain in 1984 who won 
the honour of looking after Winston for the next 
year.  Winston is a a garden gnome and the Past 
Lady Captainsô Trophy.  The winner must display 
Winston prominently inside their home for the 
year.  Spot checks will be made by organisers 
Joan Hopper and Jane Powell to ensure         

Winstonôs needs are being suitably catered for.   

Many thanks to Joan and Jane for their hard work 

in once again organising a superb day out.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winston 

Not to be outdone by Will and Kate! 

The wedding day for our very own Lady Captain, Beverley 

Barrow, is June 3rd. The Shrimper had exclusive photo      

access to the Hen Night which took place at the Stoke by 

Nayland Hotel, Hotel & Spa - a top quality hotel with views 

over the two courses, just 5 miles North West of Colchester 

on the Sudbury road and popular with Mid Kent groups. 

What  ...or who é goes on tour stays on tour!! See if you can 

spot below who went? Weôre looking for photos of Steveôs 

two Stags é.. Portugal & Mid Kent, but no photos yet!! 
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Other Ladies Results 
The Peugeot LGU Coronation Foursomes 

Won by Marilyn Brown &  Kim Leigh with 36 pts. If 
they are one of the top 100 scores in the region 

they go through to the regional qualifier 

Ping Fourball Betterball Competition  

Won by Brid McInerney and Lyn Ager with 41pts. 
Top 60 scores in England go through to Grand 
Final and next 72 best scores through to the Plate 
Final.  Both finals to be held in September at 

Gainsborough Golf Club. 

Florida Scramble 

 Won by Chris Galbraith, Marion Marshall, Pam  

Aldrich and Margaret Cooke with a net 67.2. 

Senior Ladies Cup 

 Won by Vida Newton with 37 points , runner up 

was Dawn Hayman with 35 points. 

Medal Winners Cup  

Won by Janet Harbroe with a net 71, runner up 

was Carole Sulsh with a net 73 

 

Around Kent 
Holland Trophy 

Kirsty and Chris Galbraith are through to the 3rd 

round and play Nizels at home. 

3 Feathers Knockout 

Gold Division ï Lyn Ager is through to the 2nd 

round 

Silver Division ï Sati Padda is through to the 3rd 

round 

Bronze Division ï Karen Watkins is through to the 

3rd round 

Tappin Trophy  

The Ladiesô team Captained by Chris Waghorne 
beat Westerham at home to go through to the 3rd 

round. 

Ladies Daily Mail Foursomes 

Chris Galbraith and Janet Harbroe are through to 
the 4th round of the Daily Mail foursomes and 

now play Upminster at home.   

 

The Ladies Spring Meeting took place on Thursday 21st April, 

18 holes competitions in the morning & 10 holes events in the 

afternoon. 

Winners of the two ómajorsôat the Ladies Spring Meeting were  

Kirsty Galbraith - winner of the Spring Cup with a net 72, from 

Chloe Galbraith, Di Ranger & Nicola Sehmi all on 74 - and    

Ada Leppard - winner of the Gray Cup with a fabulous 64 net. 

Winners in the afternoon 10 hole ôfun eventsô were - front 10  

Jenny Lukes, Molly Copus-Bates & Margot Edwards, winners 

back 10, Kim Leigh, MarilynBrown & Sheila Baker.  

The day was rounded off by a prize presentation & dinner for 

which the attractive table presentations were in a Spring 

theme .       

Ladies Spring Meeting 2011 
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2011 Captainôs Week 
Saturday 2nd July to Sunday 10th July  

 

Captainôs Week gets off to a flying start with 

the Outdoor Tribute Concert on 2nd July and 

finishes with a flourish - a Prize Presentation 

and Jazz afternoon on Sunday 10th July. 

The programme for the week is set out on 

posters and start sheets in the foyer which are 

reproduced here.  

I encourage all members to get involved - there 

something for everyone! Full & midweek - men, 

ladies, vet or junior - playing or social members 

are all most welcome.  

Due to the fantastic success of last year we 

finish the weekôwith a free Jazz afternoon.  

Vince Dunn and his Jazz Band are returning 

and will start playing from 1pm, so donôt be 

late.  The prize presentation will be at 3pm and 

then the Jazz will continue until 8pm.  There 

will be a BBQ and Seafood stall.  Also, the 

Vice Captains for 2012 will be announced 

which always throws up a few surprises.   

I would hope that you could all attend at many 

of the events as possible, starting with the con-

cert.  Donôt forget the social events are open to 

friends and family so you donôt have to be a 

member to attend.   

I look forward to meeting and see you all dur-

ing my week and hope you enjoy it as much as 

I know I will. 

Shaun Barker 

2011 Club Captain 

2011  

Captainôs 

Week 

Saturday   

2nd July to     

Sunday     

10th July 
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Sunday 26
th
 June 2011 

Menôs Championship and Free Music Afternoon 

The final round of the menôs championship takes place in the 

morning with the prize presentation at 3pm.  This will be fol-

lowed by a BBQ and free music afternoon with Heart Song 

singing from 4pm to 6pm all your easy listening favourites 

 

 

 

Saturday 2nd July 2011 

Outdoor Tribute Concert 

After the success of the previous two years the outdoor tribute 

concert returns ï this year featuring tribute bands Madness 

and Beatles supported by Fat Brando.  Tickets are Ã18 per 

adult and Ã55 per family if purchased before 31st May and 

Ã23 per adult or Ã60 per family if purchased after 31st May.  

Family comprised two adults and two children aged 16 or un-

der. 

 

 

Sunday 10th July 2011  

Free Jazz Afternoon 

Back by popular demand Vince Dunn and his Jazz Band will 

be playing from 1pm to 8pm.  BBQ will be available.  At 3pm 

the Captain will present the prizes for his week and the 2012 

Vice Captains will be announced. 

 

 

Saturday 13th August 2011 

Captainsô Charity Day 

Charity Golf Competition during the day, followed by a free 

disco in the evening.   

Forthcoming Social Events 
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Royal Wedding Indoor Street Party 

A great day was had by all at the club on the 29th April to celebrate the Royal Wedding. The wedding on 

the big screen, face painting, childrenôs entertainer, Nic Sladeôs tribute show for the adults, Peter Lakeôs 

seafood stall, óweddingô afternoon tea - there was something for everyone.                                           

Many thanks to the Captain and Social Committee for such an excellent free day.  Lets hope we can   

repeat it next year on the 5th June 2012 for the Queenôs Diamond JubileeȢ   


