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Bruce wins club championships (Extracted from Mark’s newsletter) 
 Another busy week at Mid Kent culminated in The Club Championships on 
Saturday and, considering the weather, there were some great scores. Well played par-
ticularly to the phenomenal Bruce Galbraith for his rounds of 70 and 69 which won 
him the scratch event. Bruce works exceptionally hard at his golf and is a “full-time 
practicer” as well as holding down a full-time job! It just goes to show that, as the old 
golf saying goes - “The more you put into it, the more you get out of it”. Bruce puts a 
hell of a lot of time and effort into his game and gets his just rewards. There’s a lesson 
there for the rest of you!! 

 

Also well played to Dave Challis who won the handicap section with two very good 
scores of nett 69 and 67! 

Broke Hill Golf Club – Captains’ Invitational Day  
 

On the 22nd June Broke Hill held 
their inaugural Captains’ Invita-
tional Day.   

 

Both men and lady captains and 
vice captains from golf clubs 
across Kent were invited to play 

in a four ball betterball stableford team event.  The Captains played from the 1st tee, 
whilst the Vice Captains played from the 10th tee and at the end of the round the two 
scores were added together to give the team score.  The format gave an interesting 
twist, as however well you were playing you didn’t know how the rest of your team 
were doing until the end! Over 14 clubs from Kent were represented and the Mid Kent 
team comprising Club Captain Ian Whitehead, Lady Captain Caroline Greenfield and 
Vice Captains David Watkins and Mary Skynner scored a total of 74 points to come 
second on a count back. 

Theft from the Locker Rooms. 

 Everyone is probably aware by now that we were visited by professional thieves on Thursday 21 
June.  Dressed in golfing clothes the thief, with an accomplice, broke into about twenty five lockers and 
stole several sets of golf clubs. He blended in so well that one member even said ‘Good Afternoon’ to him. 
The end result however is that  about a dozen of our members were the victims of this audacious crime. 
The lesson to be learnt is “Check your Insurance”. It is very difficult to guard against a determined profes-
sional thief. 
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Winner L. Dossetter Nett 61 

Runner –Up Daniel Watkins Nett 64 

Third B. Galbraith Nett 64 

Mid Week Medal 18 June 2007 

 To follow up on his success in the Pro Am,  Roger Marshall led the Bearsted A team to a  great win 
in this year’s Vets Open Tournament.  The format is Stableford with the best two scores counting and 
Roger and his team scored an impressive 95 Points . 

 The event was a great success. This year, to avoid course congestion, the number of teams was lim-
ited to 32 meaning several teams had to be turned away from this very popular annual event. Entry was on 
a first come first served basis which will need to be changed next year to ensure a more even entry from the 
visiting clubs. 

 It almost goes without saying that the course and the catering were excellent and attracted compli-
ments from many of the participants. A particular thanks to Leigh and his staff and to Annette and Marga-
ret for a buffet of the highest standard from the start at 12:30 until the last diners at about 4:00. 

 Second place went to David Wallis with a Sittingbourne team with Harry Caulfield and his Canter-
bury team coming third.   Brian Pothecary was the winner of one of the three nearest pin prizes. 

Vets Open Tournament Tuesday 19th June 2007 

Roger Marshall with the winning Bearsted team  Brian Pothecary  receives his prize for nearest the pin 
from Club Chairman Ian Taylor. 

Our B Team is doing well. 

 The B Team have made a great start to the sea-
son by winning our first two away games and—rather 
disappointingly—drawing at home against Faversham. 
We succeeded in winning against Sheerness in April 
and have now got back to our winning ways by beating 
Gillingham 3-1 on their own course. WELL DONE 
LADS. 

 John Budd would like to thank Paul Smith for 
arranging B Team sponsorship with LAFARGE CE-
MENT. 

 The team look very smart in their new tops. 
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Veterans League Team Recent results 

 On Monday 2 July Mid Kent Vets beat Eltham Warren in the quarter - final played at Mid Kent. 
This was always going to be a tight match as both teams had already won through three rounds, so were no 
mugs. 

 Our first pair of John Shed and Dave Jennings were up against a very strong pair who were soon 3 
up. John and Dave are renowned fighters and drew level standing on the 18th tee. Unfortunately they were 
conceding a shot and went down by one hole. I understand this is only the second time they have lost, as a 
pair, in the past 2 years. 

 Thankfully our second pair of John Budd and Roger Marshall were both on song and cruised to a 
comfortable win. 

 The match (as Dave Newnham would tell it) therefore all hinged on the result of the last game.  Al-
though, Dave claims, Eltham Warren fielded their strongest pairing last,  Dave (with a little help from Alex 
Collins) overcame a very tricky course, with difficult pin positions and some terrible lies, to win through.
 Well done the whole team. We now await the result of the match between Langley Park and 
Sundridge Park to know who we face in the semi-final. 

Winner D. Watkins 42 

Runner-Up M.R.Mackley 41 

Third G.Boffa 41 

Captain’s Midweek Stableford 9th July 

The Rose Cup 4th July 

Winner B.R.Pothecary 

Runner-Up R.Riley 

Third R. Dunhue 

MONTHLY MEDAL 8th JULY 

GOLD DIVISION SILVER DIVISION BRONZE DIVISION 

R. Blowers Nett 66 P.A.Snow Nett 67 G.T.French Nett 69 

I Whitehead Nett 67 S. Barnes Nett 67 K.V.Catchpole Nett 69 

Damian Smith Nett 67     

Winner A. Harlow 3 Up 

Runner-Up C. Higgs 2 Up 

Third B.T.Smith 2 Up 

Directors’ Cup 7th July 

Some Recent Results 

Found. 

Gent’s watch—please  enquire at 
the office 

And some forthcoming South East Regional Semi Finals 

Wilding Cole MKGC v Rochester and Cobham Monday 23rd July 2.30 p.m. 

The Gray Trophy  MKGC v Rochester and Cobham Tuesday 24th July 2.30 p.m. 

Royal  Blackheath v Lamberhurst at Mid Kent on Monday 30th July at 2.30 p.m. 
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Jeremy Dale Trick Shot Show 

 On the 16th June, after a day of more heavy showers, the rain stopped and the sun shone for the Jer-
emy Dale Trick Shot Show.  Jeremy, who finished 6th in the 2006 Trick Shot World Championships, gave a 
very funny and entertaining show lasting well over an hour. 

Having made playing drives 
with putters, standing on a 
large inflated ball to hit the 
ball and playing left and right 
handed with the same club 
look easy – he asked for some 
audience participation.  Our 
Pro Mark, Captain Ian and 
Sehmi all stood up to the chal-
lenge and made it look as dif-
ficult as it obviously is!! 

 

Jeremy’s show, which usually costs over £2,000, was do-
nated to the Club to raise funds for the Captains’ Charity and 
over £800.00 was raised.  In addition, Jeremy, who is based 
at Stapleford Park has donated a round of golf with him for 3 
players which will be auctioned at the Captain’s Charity Day 
in August.    

 

The evening was rounded off by an “indoor” barbecue and 
music by Gary Oliver. 
 

 

P&O Cruise Raffle Prize Donated by TravelCare of Gravesend 

 

On the same evening the draw for a P&O cruise 
for two kindly donated by P&O Cruises and 
Travelcare of Gravesend, took place.  Dave Lee 
and his wife Barbara won first prize – the P&O 
cruise, Peter Hooker a bottle of champagne, 
Janice Francis a case of Stella, Lee Matthews a 
vanity bag and George Bullis a holdall.  

£743.00 was raised from the raffle and thanks go 
to P&O Cruises, Travelcare of Gravesend and 
everyone who purchased tickets. 
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 The ladies played a friendly match against Sittingbourne on July 2nd and it proved to be very 
friendly as the match was halved 2/2 

 Diane Ranger and Sheila Baker lost their match against Lydd Golf club in the Daily Mail Four-
somes. the conditions were not exactly ideal as there were large "puddles" on the fairways and "Lakes" in 
the bunkers! 

 In the Bradley Cook Plate the team won 4/1 against Canterbury at home so are through to the next 
round against West Malling 

 Maureen Kirk and Shirley Preston beat Blackheath at home in the Coombe Cup and will now play 
Tenterden at home 

 

 

 

 

Golf Wear 4 Birdies 

Golf Wear 4 Birdies will be at Mid 
Kent on Thursday 26th July from 
1030hrs selling flattering and femi-
nine ladies’ golf clothes to wear on 
and off the course.  They have a wide 
range including Daily Sports, Millie 
Fox, Abacus and Evertan Gloves.  
Clothes will be available to buy and 
take with you on the day.  Credit 
cards accepted  

Ladies Open 

 The Ladies Open was held on the 22nd June and was once again a great success thanks to the or-
ganisation of Marilyn Brown and the Ladies Committee.   

 100 ladies played – 25 teams of 4 representing 18 different clubs.  The format was progressive sta-
bleford all 4 scores on par 3s, 3 scores on par 4s and 2 scores on par 5s. 

 A team from Shortlands won with a score of 108, 2nd Rochester and Cobham and 3rd West Mal-
ling.  

 All the competitors were very complimentary about the day and particularly about the course – 
which was great to hear.  

From the Ladies Section 
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To let you all know how Claire is getting on. 

 Although Claire has given up being a playing member of the Club she is still a Social Member and 
there remains a lot of interest in how “she is getting on”. Doug Aitken  has kindly sent me an e-mail so that 
I can report her progress to our members. Ed. 

 Claire's first competition this year was the Sunningdale Foursomes where she and her partner had 
to give a stroke to Trish Johnson and Becky Brewerton who at the time of writing this are 1st and 7th in 
the European tours order of merit. Claire and her partner put up a good fight losing on the 19th. 

 Claire started her campaign to retain the Kent Championship well by being the leading quali-
fier and shooting a 5 under par course record 68 at Littlestone. Unfortunately she was knocked out during 
the matchplay stage by the eventual winner. 

 Next she went to North Hants and successfully retained the Hampshire Rose against a strong field. 
She shot 136 which included a new course record 6 under par 67. 

 Claire then had further success playing in the Roehampton Gold Cup alongside Professionals and 
low handicap amateurs. Claire was a joint winner alongside Kir-
sty Taylor who is on the European Tour and is currently 20th in 
the Order of Merit. 

 Claire was the 7th best qualifier in the English Ladies 
matchplay championships and reached the quarter finals before 
going out to the losing finalist. 

 Claire’s next successes were winning the Critchley Sal-
ver at Sunningdale with a 5 under par score over the Old and 
New courses, the  Frilford Heath Salver and finally a 2nd place 
in the Astor Salver at The Berkshire. 

 Finally Claire qualified for the matchplay stage of the 
British Ladies Champs but went out 3 and 1 in the first round to 
the Swedish international Caroline Westrup who reached the 
semi finals. 

Thanks for the update Doug, please keep us up to date with 
Claire’s  considerable progress. 

Ed   

 

Late News 

 Claire has made the Final Qualifier for the Ricoh Ladies British Open Championship ( previously 
known as the Weetabix). Yesterday Claire played at the Berkshire in the pre-qualifier. Her 1 under par 
round put her in 6th place in a field of 124 Pro's and amateurs 

Claire and Kirsty Taylor with the  

Roehampton Gold Cup 
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 FROM THE MANAGEMENT BOARD  
HOUSE: 

 Shortage of ice behind the bar has been a problem of late, global warming is not the reason this time 
but due to our ice machine breaking down.  We are happy to inform members that a new ice machine is on 
order and should be with us this week. 

 It is planned to have a permanent electricity and water supply at 'The half way house' in order to give 
an improved service on special occasions. 

   Security of the club house and facilities have been of concern recently and so the committee are 
looking at improving security for the short term and for any future developments. 

 

GREENS: 

 Rainfall, you may think has been unusually heavy of late, however the rainfall for May and June has 
put the clubs water budget back on track. 

 The board has decided to purchase a new Toro HD200 sprayer, this will replace our two existing 
sprayers and save on servicing costs. 

 The board has also agreed to purchase a set of 'Green Tec Rollers',  this will be used to give our 
greens an improved putting surface and a little extra pace, something to test your putting skills. 

 Managing the trees on the course continues to be very much in our minds especially as some are be-
ing damaged by golf balls in particular the 3rd and 11th holes. Those adjacent to a number of tees and greens 
are still under discussion. The course manager has agreed to produce a report on these items. 

 The committee are looking at developing a course strategy for the next 15 to 20 years. We believe it 
is important to look ahead at tree and grass management, health and safety, bunker renovation or replace-
ment, etc. 

 The 13th hole has it's occasional ball heading for the cottages, residents there ask that we shout a 
very loud warning when this happens to allow them to take cover. The more expensive balls are unlikely to 
be returned as your penance. 

 

CLUBHOUSE DEVELOPMENT.  

 The Wrotham road development continues satisfactorily. Many thanks to members who attended the 
clubhouse development presentation this month and put their views forward. They have been taken 

on board for further consideration and food for thought. Thanks go to Ron Hurst for his hard work and dedi-
cation to the future of our club. The presentation was well received we think, and all options remain open for 
further discussion and consideration by the committee. 



 

 

Issue Number 113 July 2007 The Shrimper Page 8 
 

 

MONTHLY EVENTS - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

 

Wednesday  01/08/07  

Thursday 02/08/07 Ladies Kent Playing Fields Cup 

    Match v Dartford (H) 

Friday  03/08/07 Vets v The Ridge (h) 

    Ladies v Lamberhurst (A) 

Saturday 04/08/07 Captains Charity Day 

    Evening Social & Prize-Giving 

Sunday 05/08/07 Mixed Invitation 

Monday 06/08/07 Board Meeting 

    Vets v Rochester & Cobham (A) 

Tuesday 07/08/07 Society of Kent Golf Captains 

Wednesday 08/08/07 Kent Playing Fields Cup 

    Vets v Sheerness (A) 

Thursday 09/08/07 Ladies Bogey Winners Cup 

     

Friday  10/08/07 The Rome Trophy 

Saturday 11/08/07 Private Party 

Sunday 12/08/07 President / Ladies Presidents Putter 

Monday 13/08/07 Mid Week Medal (Ronson Memorial) 

Tuesday 14/08/07 Fraser Court G.S. 36 Holes 

    The White Hart G.S. 18 Holes 

Wednesday 15/08/07 Junior Open 

Thursday 16/08/07 Ladies Pow Trophy 

    Match v Bexleyheath (H) 

Friday  17/08/07 Ladies v Bearsted (H) 

    Private Function 

Saturday 18/08/07 Men’s Invitation 

Sunday 19/08/07 KGL v Bearsted 

    Ladies Stableford 

 

Monday 20/08/07 MAINTENANCE WEEK 

Tuesday 21/08/07 Vets v Gillingham (A) 

    Ladies v Orsett (A) 
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Wednesday 22/08/07 Vets v Dartford (A) 

    Past Captains v Faversham (A) 

Thursday 23/08/07  

Friday  24/08/07 . 

     

Saturday 25/08/07 Evening Social 

Sunday 26/08/07 Perman Shield 36 Holes 

    Junior Medal 

Monday 27/08/07 Bank Holiday Competition 

Tuesday  28/08/07 Vets v Gillingham (A) 

    Higham G.S. 

Wednesday 29/08/07 Junior Championships 

Thursday 30/08/07 Ladies Flag 4’s 

Friday  31/08/07 Friday Evening Mixed (10 Holes) 

Saturday 01/09/07 Charity Event for Lions Hospice 

Sunday 02/09/07 Monthly Medal 

    Ladies Stableford & Chairman’s Prize 

Monday 03/09/07  

Tuesday 04/09/07 3 Rotary Clubs G.S. 

Wednesday 05/09/07 Match v ‘R’ District Police (H)      
    Vets v Eltham Warren (A) 

Thursday 06/09/07 Ladies Stable ford & Chairman’s Prize 

    Match v Dartford (A) 

    Private Function 

Friday  07/09/07  

Saturday  08/09/07 Chairman’s Prize 

    Private Function 

    Dorset Practice 

Sunday 09/09/07 Ladies Strokeplay 

    Mixed v Orsett (H) 

    Perman Shield Quarter-Final 

    Kent v Dorset 

Monday 10/09/07 MAINTENANCE DAY 

    Match v Thorpe Hall (A) 

Tuesday 11/09/07 KCGU Members Autumn Meeting 
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Wednesday 12/09/07  

Thursday  13/09/07 Ladies Autumn Meeting 

Friday  14/09/07 Vets v Dartford (H) 

Saturday 15/09/07 Countrymen’s Goblets 

Sunday 16/09/07 KGL v Kings Hill  

    Ladies Medal & LGU Pendant 

KCGU Foursomes/Jnr Foursomes/Captains Cup 
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Club Development Presentation by Ron Hurst. 

 In order to keep the membership informed as to the progress of the plans for the club development, 
Ron Hurst gave a power point presentation in the club house on two consecutive evenings (3rd and 4th 
July). Ian Whitehead gave a brief introductory talk and thanked Ron for all the hard work that he has obvi-
ously had to do. After the presentation, lasting about forty minutes, Ron took questions from the floor. It is 
not the intention of the editor to even attempt to summarise in this magazine the contents of the presenta-
tion but each of the ‘slides’ that Ron used has been uploaded to my unofficial website (the one used for the 
vets) at http://www.midkentgolfclub.co.uk/ in pdf format so that those who wish to see the various dia-
grams will be able to zoom in as required. The complete presentation has been divided into four separate 
documents to overcome some odd software problems associated with a large document.  

 For those members viewing this Shrimper on-line the following links will take you to the Ron’s 
slides:- 

  http://www.midkentgolfclub.co.uk/clubdevslides1-6.pdf  
 
  http://www.midkentgolfclub.co.uk/clubdevslides7-12.pdf  
 
  http://www.midkentgolfclub.co.uk/clubdevslides13-19.pdf  
 
  http://www.midkentgolfclub.co.uk/clubdevslides20-27.pdf  
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The proposed ground floor  changes for Phase one and, below, a view of the clubhouse after Phase 
Two of one option being considered is complete. 
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Two views of an alternative option being considered. 
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And now for this month’s humour contributed by club members 
From Harry Caulfield 

TEN BEST CADDY REPLIES. 

# 10 -- Golfer: "Think I'm going to drown myself in the lake." 
Caddy: "Think you can keep your head down that long?" 

# 9 -- Golfer: "I'd move heaven and earth to break 100 on this course." 
Caddy: "Try heaven, you've already moved most of the earth." 

# 8 -- Golfer: "Do you think my game is improving?" 
Caddy: "Yes sir, you miss the ball much closer now." 

# 7 -- Golfer: "Do you think I can get there with a 5 iron?" 
Caddy: "Eventually." 

# 6 -- Golfer: "You've got to be the worst caddy in the world." 
Caddy: "I don't think so sir. That would be too much of a coincidence." 

# 5 -- Golfer: "Please stop checking your watch all the time. It's too much of a distraction." 
Caddy: "It's not a watch - it's a compass." 

# 4 -- Golfer: "How do you like my game ?" 
Caddy: "Very good sir, but personally, I prefer golf." 

# 3 -- Golfer: "Do you think it's a sin to play on Sunday?" 
Caddy: "The way you play, sir, it's a sin on any day." 

# 2 -- Golfer: "This is the worst course I've ever played on." 
Caddy: "This isn't the golf course. We left that an hour ago." 

And the # 1 Best Caddy Comment..... 
Golfer: "That can't be my ball, it's too old." 
Caddy: "It's been a long time since we teed off, sir 

 The footplate on a steam train has been designated a work area and therefore the  engine driver is 
not allowed to smoke . 

RULES MADE EASY  (From Danny Stevenson): 

When it's raining cats and dogs. 

 When making a stroke at the ball, you are not allowed the comfort of being sheltered from the 
pouring rain that runs down the back of your neck or the sleet that stings your cheeks and sticks to your 
spectacles if it involves the help of any other person.  Penalty: Match play - Loss of hole;   Stroke play - 
Two strokes.  However, there is no penalty involved for sheltering under, for example , an umbrella when 
making a stroke at the ball,  providing that you hold the umbrella yourself.  In stroke play, If the group in 
front of you is in range or is still occupying the next tee, you may shelter, but once they are out of range , 

you must be ready to resume play. The penalty for not resuming play without good reason is disqualifica-
tion.   In match play, fine, if you and your partner agree to take shelter, however as soon as one decides 
that the weather is fit to resume play the agreement to discontinue no longer exists. 


