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B ecause there has been so little to use as content for this Shrimper it is unavoidably  very late, 

very thin and comprised of what is now some quite dated  material. 

 

S everal of our regular competitions have been  hit by the recent bad weather all of which 

leaves me with very little on which to report.  

 

A nyway, here are a few photographs to remind 

us of what went on around Christmas time . 

Our ladies are shown enjoying a well deserved 

lunch and our Centenary Chairman, Pat Quadling, 

dug deep into his wardrobe to arm himself with a 

magnificent piece of headgear to make his  round 

of golf in the Turkey Trot as comfortable as possi-

ble. However Patôs respectable 36 points was insuf-

ficient to win him a turkey. The winner was John 

Roots  who carded an amazing  46 points (net 81) 

and his handicap was immediately cut to 18.0. 

Trailing behind in Johnôs wake were S. Goss and B. Pattison with 44 and 42 points respectively.  

Out in the cold ......... 

.....and in the warm 

Donôt forget to fill in the 

questionnaire at the end of 

this Shrimper and return it  

to the office. 

Thank you. 
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NOVEMBER MIDWEEK MEDAL (16/11/2009 CSS:68) 
1st  82 - 18=64  Mr Clifford Abel  
2nd  72 - 8=64  Mr Mark Woodham  
3rd  78 - 13=65  Colin Whiskin  
 
TURKEY TROT (16/12/2009 CSS:68)  
1st  46pts  John Roots  
2nd  44pts  Stephen Goss  
3rd  42pts  B K Pattison  
 
JANUARY MIDWEEK MEDAL 
1st  40pts  Mr Peter Catchpole  
2nd  39pts  Mr Heath Loten  
3rd  38pts  Mr Ian Laughland  

  

Thank you to Members who have been very responsive to our request for e-mail addresses, please keep 

them coming please 

Free Music Night on Friday 22nd January @ 7.30pm - Singer Miss Sam Scott 

Race Night on Friday 29th January @ 8.00pm (free entry) 

Beatles Tribute Night on Saturday 20th March @ 7.30pm Tickets £12 - on sale 20th February @ 1.00pm 

Valentines D/D 13th February, will members please enter food selection and order wine from Kevin. 

 

Divots Bags.  

 

 

There are many missing so 
please check your  car boot, 
garage and golf bag. They  

cost us  £2.50 each.  

 

 

Recent Results 

From the Office. 
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Pearson Trophy Match versus Cherry Lodge at Home on 20th November Won 4-3. 

 We are placed in a competitive group consisting of Cherry Lodge, Dartford, Redlibbets, and Tenterden, so it 

was important to get off to a good start. 

 The weather forecast had been dreadful; high winds with heavy rain and this had been the pattern during the 

week. However we must be blessed, the winds subsided and the rain was no more than an irritating drizzle and eve-

ryone commented on how mild a day it was. 

 Both teams were wearing pink which was confusing for the onlookers, but once the matches were under 

way jumper colours were not important. 

 For once the handicaps for both sides were evenly matched and at the turn we were up in 3 matches and 

down in 4.The drama started to unfold over the next couple of hours; 3 pluses and 3 minuses and what seemed like 

an age before the last match arrived at the 18th green.  Sylvia Howe  signalled  that she was 1 down and it looked 

like we had lost the match overall. 

 Hang on! The visitor missed her putt and Sylvia sank hers. Off to the 19th! 

At this point both drives were nervy but home advantage secured that all important point and there was a big cheer 

from inside the clubhouse. 

 Well done to the team - we have another match against Dartford in 2 weeks time when we hope to continue 

with another win. 

Janis Bourne         lost     Wendy Jackson    won 

Brenda Mansfield lost     Chris Waghorne   lost 

Beverley Barrow  won     Sati Padda            won 

Sylvia Howe        won     Playing reserve  Karen Watkins 

Thanks to all our supporters, members and staff of Mid Kent. 

Carole Sulsh Pearson Captain 

Ladies Section 

Pearson Trophy Match versus Dartford Away 8th December. Lost 4-3. 

I am amazed that we managed to play this fixture at all due to all the rain in the previous two weeks. We 

played Dartford on one of the few sunny days in December and a 4-3 loss was not a disaster. A couple of 

years ago we were victorious against the same club at both home and away; they are now a very different 

squad. 

Wendy Jackson and June Plumb gave our opponents a run for their money each losing by just one hole. I 

came in as a late replacement and inched across the line on the 18th whilst Sati Padda secured us another 

point with a handsome 5and 4 win. 

Newcomer Sue James had signalled that she was 5 down after 8 holes and my heart sank. She was later 

full of apologies when she realised that she meant to indicate that she was 5 up! She eventually went on to 

win 7 and 6. 

Both Christine Waghorne and Beverley Barrow came up against a couple of tough cookies who didnôt ap-

pear to put a foot wrong. Thatôs golfðsometimes you win sometimes you lose big. 

We have six matches left, our next one is at home against group favourites Tenterden on Tuesday 19th 

January. 

Carole Sulsh    Pearson Captain 
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Ladies Section (continued) 

Pearson Trophy Match versus Tenterden at home on Tuesday 19 January Lost 5-2. 

Okay, we lost but this is a disappointing result for us as four of the matches went to the eighteenth and 

two to the nineteenth so the result could have easily been five matches to two in our favour. 

I always like to mention the weather conditions and this report is no exception. There was a thick carpet of 

snow covering the course last Thursday and by the time the match was played four days later Lee and his 

team had prepared the course that would be the envy of any in Kent. 

The good bits were Wendy Jackson giving a massive six shots winning 2 and 1 and Beverley Barrow 

coming back from four down to win on the eighteenth. Hard luck to Wendy Knight, Sati Padda and Sue 

James all just missing out with the closest of matches. 

Janis Bourne and June Plumb didnôt have the best of days but they certainly gave of their best. 

We now have it all to doðnext match away to Redlibbets. 

Carole Sulsh 

Pearson Captain 

Pearson Trophy Match versus Redlibbets away  on Wednesday 27th  January Lost 4-3. 

Redlibbets is one of those golf courses that has something for everyone, whether thatôs tree lined fairways, 

undulating greens, pretty par threes or long par fives; even some water on the final hole. 

Depending on your point of view you either love it or hate it! 

The bitterly cold weather didnôt help but at least it wasnôt as windy as it can be. 

Janis Bourne and Wendy Jackson struggled with both the course and their opponents and even with their 

talents couldnôt come in with a win. 

Brenda Mansfield and Sati Padda both secured hefty points wins to help our cause. 

June Plumb enjoyed a satisfying win on the last hole after being three down and  giving two shots. 

Beverley Barrow and Sue James were the other two unlucky losers. 

At the halfway point of this competition we have won one and lost three, but it is not too late to turn 

things around and Cherry Lodge away on 8th February would be a good place to start. 

Thanks to our regular supporters who always turn out home or away no matter what the weather. 

Carol Sulsh  

Pearson Captain 

 

 



 Issue  January 2010 The Shrimper Page 5 

 

And for the records and to bring us up to date:-  

Lady Captainôs Charity Day ï Sunday 15th November 2009 

American Greensomes was played on both days. 

1st ï Sheila Baker and Carole Murray  with 43 points 

2nd ï Marie Browne and Rebecca Sherrin with 42 points 

3rd ï Annette Fraser and Beverley Barrow with 41 points 

Lady Captainôs Charity Day ï Thursday 19th November 2009 

1st ï Sue Barnes and Dawn Halson with 40 points 

2nd ï Chris Galbraith and Chris Waghorne with 36 points (back 9) 

3rd ï Wendy Knight and Sue James with 36 points  

4th ï Linda Newton and Mary Skynner with 35 points 

Both days were very well supported.  After the presentation a óbring and buyô stall was held 

which raised approximately Ã385 for the Lady Captainôs Charity. 

 

Fun Christmas Competition 7 Club Stableford ï Thursday 3rd December 2009 

This was a fun day played with only 7 clubs.  Individual prizes were given out by the Lady 

Captain who then gave some extra prizes for óblind pairsô. 

1st ï Sue James, 2nd June Plumb and 3rd Beverley Barrow 

Blind Pairs ï 1st Janis Bourne and Jean Sells, 2nd Carole Murray and Marion Marshall and 

3rd were Sheila Baker and Beryl Lindus. 

Submitted by Beverley 

Ladies Section Continued 

Diaries. 

Members will have noticed that we are 

having trouble with our Diary Publish-

ers . The matter is being vigorously pur-

sued  by the Office but  in the meantime 

you are reminded that the on-line diary 

is  pretty comprehensive and can be ac-

cessed from the front page of the Club 

Website at http://www.mkgc.co.uk/ 

Reg Foskettôs Jacket 

 Regôs jacket has been a regular sight around 

the course for quite some years now but it has gone 

missing. A description is hardly necessary but it is be-

lieved to have started its life as red but the ravages of 

time has caused it to fadeðjust slightly. Reg thinks he 

may have lost it at home but just in case could you all 

look out for it.  

Thank you. 

 Editor  

Stop Press. Good News. Reg has found it. 
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Veteransô Section  

 
Vets Turkey Trot Results  (2nd December 2009)  

Sid Cleverly 43 1 

Dave Lee 41 2 

Derek Monks 40 3 

Claude Buttle 40 4 

Roy Davies 40 5 

Len Clarke 39 6 

Steve Pascoe 39 7 

Paul Sheckles 38 8 

George Jewiss 38 9 

Jeff Francis 38 10 

Sid Cleverly. Winner of the Vets. 

Turkey Trot.  

Congratulations to Chris Keeble on shooting a Hole in 

One  on the 16th during the Vets Turkey Trot on 2nd 

Ken Benyon . 

The 2010 Veterans Captain. 

The League Team. 

 Our League team is going through a transitional period with many of our regulars feeling they are 

ready to call it a day, join the Super Seniors team under the Captaincy of Roy Davies and to make room for 

younger members to participate. 

 The only requirements are that you be over 60 and have a handicap of 18 or less. There is a notice 

on the Vets Notice Board where we would like those of you who qualify to append your names.  

 We now have enough interested veterans to field a very competitive team. All 

that remains to do is to elect a captain. Veteransô  Secretary will  be arranging a meet-

ing  shortly at which this will be done. 



 Issue  January 2010 The Shrimper Page 7 

 The EGU and EWGA are to launch a system that will identify the competitive nature of an individ-

ual. Approved and supported by CONGU, the "Active/Inactive Handicap" will identify (by the use of an 

indicator) whether an individual has competed in qualifying competitions and as a result returned informa-

tion on their playing ability. 

 We have all heard of the so-called óBanditô who wins competitions with very low scores. These 

people generally avoid playing in qualifying competitions in order to keep their handicap artificially high. 

As an alternative to Clause 25 of the CONGU UHS, currently adopted by the Scottish Golf Union, the Ac-

tive/Inactive system will be able to identify whether these people have returned scores without the need to 

lapse a handicap. 

 The system will be launched in January 2010 and will require all members with CONGU handicaps 

to have returned at least three qualifying scores each year to ensure they have an active handicap. It follows 

therefore that three qualifying scores will be required in 2009 to avoid becoming inactive at the start of 

2010. Scores returned in 9 hole qualifying competitions and Supplementary Scores will be accepted as part 

of the playerôs qualifying competitions.  Those members not meeting the minimum number of scores 

will be identified with an "i"  (inactive) that will appear on their CONGU certificate and handicap lists pub-

lished by CONGU approved handicapping software. Qualifying scores of less than 3 will not be carried 

forward to the next year. The "i"  will be removed from the playerôs handicap as soon as three qualifying 

scores have been returned. An inactive handicap may still be used for social golf and the like and in compe-

titions not stipulating an active handicap as entry criteria.   

 So what is the benefit of such a system?  Well firstly and perhaps most importantly it will enable 

event organisers to run competitions, both Club and Opens, without the fear of players taking part who 

have ófalseô handicaps. 

 This can be achieved by adopting a condition of the competition that requires an entrant to have an 

active handicap.  Clubs may adopt this condition providing it does not cover all events and that opportunity 

is given to players with inactive handicaps being permitted to return the three qualifying scores needed to 

ensure an active handicap. The system should also encourage more individuals to submit qualifying scores 

and this in turn will help to improve the accuracy of membersô handicaps throughout England.  

 The EGU and EWGA will monitor the situation and review the number of scores required to main-

tain an active handicap at the end of 2010. The EGU and EWGA hope that this initiative will lead to a re-

view of Clause 25 for the next edition of the CONGU UHS in 2012. 

Non returns will not  be accepted as part of the three qualifying scores. 

 Clubs may impose an entry condition that requires an active handicap for specific competitions only 

such as Trophy or Board Events. In all cases Clubs must allow ñhomeò players with inactive handicaps en-

try to qualifying competitions in order to provide as much opportunity as possible for the removal of the 

inactive handicap. 

 Clubs will be permitted to exempt players  from an inactive handicap for injury/illness  that has pre-

vented them from achieving the required number of qualifying scores during the qualifying year. This will 

include those players who are transferring membership who have submitted scores albeit at another Club 

and to golfers new to the game who are being issued with first CONGU handicap. 

Introduction of Inactive and Active Handicaps. 
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Active/Inactive Handicaps 
 The English Golf Union and English Womenôs Golf Association 

are launching a system that identifies the competitive nature of all 

members with a CONGU handicap. 

 As of January 1st 2010 all members are required to return at least 

3 qualifying scores (Supplementary Scores & 9 hole qualifying events 

included) per year in order to have an Active handicap. Those who fail 

to return the stipulated number of scores will still retain a CONGU 

handicap but may be prevented from entering certain events where an 

Active handicap is required as part of the entry conditions. 

 Please ensure you try and submit at least 3 qualifying scores dur-

ing  2009 to ensure an Active handicap for the start of 2010. 

 For further information please contact the Handicapping Com-

mittee or visit the EGU 

website www.englishgolfunion.org 
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With a very long Winter coming slowly to an end, the first ten hole competition is in sight and will 

be played on the 31st March 2010!!  

 

2009 was an extremely successful year: 

 

In 2009 an average of 60 members took part each week ï a mix of men, ladies, mid-week, full, sen-

ior and juniors  

 

In 2009 the total prize pot was approximately 1,500 of Markôs very best golf balls.   

 

In 2009 the highest score was achieved on the 29th July by Heath Loten with 29 points but he still 

didnôt beat a 30 points scored a few years ago.   

 

In 2009 the Wednesday evening was played over 22 weeks ï and not a single week was cancelled 

due to weather 

 

Letôs see if these records can be beaten in 2010!! 

 

Bob Greenfield and I look forward to running the 10 hole competition in 2010, see you all on 31st 

March,  

 

Happy New Year Wednesday Nighters! 

 

Richard Smith  

 

Wednesday Evening 10 Holes Competition 

The end of Winter is in sight! 
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MONDAY     1/2/2010 VETS MEDAL 

     BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY     2/2/2010 PRIVATE LUNCHEON (APP 16)  

WEDNESDAY    3/2/2010  

THURSDAY     4/2/2010 LADIES STROKEPLAY 

FRIDAY     5/1/2010  

SATURDAY       6/2/2010 MONTHLY MEDAL  

     PRIVATE DINNER (APP 20)  

SUNDAY     7/2/2010 MONTHLY MEDAL  

     LADIES MEDAL 

MONDAY     8/2/2010  

TUESDAY     9/2/2010 PRIVATE MEETING IN DINING RM  

     (APP 20) 

WEDNESDAY  10/2/2010 CLUB FORUM 7.30PM 

THURSDAY   11/2/2010 LADIES MEDAL 

FRIDAY   12/2/2010 PRIVATE DINNER (APP 30)   

SATURDAY   13/2/2010 VALENTINES DINNER/DANCE 

SUNDAY   14/2/2010 LADIES STABLEFORD EXTRA 

MONDAY   15/2/2010  

TUESDAY   16/2/2010 JUNIOR MEDAL (10.00 - 11.00AM) 

     SOCIAL MEETING (18.30PM) 

WEDNESDAY  17/2/2010 PEARSON TROPHY (H) 

THURSDAY   18/2/2010 LADY CAPTAIN V VICE LADY CAPTAIN  

FRIDAY   19/2/2010       

SATURDAY   20/2/2010 PRIVATE DINNER (80) P KEENAN 

SUNDAY   21/2/2010 LADIES STABLEFORD 

MONDAY   22/2/2010 MID WEEK MEDAL 

TUESDAY   23/2/2010 THE J&E GOLF SOCIETY (12) T/O 12.00PM 

WEDNESDAY  24/2/2010  

THURSDAY   25/2/2010 LADIES STABLEFORD 

     KGL óAô TEAM V óBô TEAM 

FRIDAY   26/2/2010 LADIES CLUB SUPPER 

SATURDAY   27/2/2010 PRIVATE PARTY (APP 100)  

SUNDAY   28/2/2010 LADIES DESERT SPRINGS  

Monthly Events FEBRUARY 
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Friday 29th January ï Race Night ï Free Entry ï 7.30 for 8pm 

Saturday 13th February ï Valentines Supper ï please ensure you pay and order your food 

Friday 26th February ï Ladies Supper ï see table-plan in Ladies Lounge 

Saturday 20th March ï Beatles Tribute Band ï tickets on sale 1pm 20th February 

Saturday 10th April ï Quiz away V Dartford 

Saturday 24th April ï Cabaret Night ï more details to follow 

Friday 21st May ï Free Music Night ï Elton Edwards back by popular demand 

And for your Diary a list of Forthcoming Social Events 
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H ere we are heading towards the end of winter and what a difficult one it has been. 

  

 November and December were comfortably the wettest period since the year 2000, with 154mm 

and 97.5mm respectively. With this amount of rainfall staying open and playable were only possible due 

to our regular aeration programme, so when your thoughts turn to why do we disturb a smooth putting sur-

face, thatôs part of the reason. 

 

We were closed for 1 full day and 2 part days. 

 

 Then followed the two bouts of snow and eventually the thaw which has left some unsightly snow 

mould scars on the greens with the 3rd and 6th being the most effected. Growth will allow these scars to 

grow out, so fingers crossed for mild conditions. 

 

 The heave on the greens after the frozen ground had thawed was quite severe, cutting and rolling in 

dry conditions has allowed that damage to be repaired. 

 

 Other areas around the course are starting to show signs of severe wear, with a very thin sward. 

I ask you all to make the effort to avoid these areas, just think of the good that extra exercise will do for 

you. 

 

 The green staff are making very effort to keep the course in as good a condition as possible and 

you the members can all do your bit to help. 

 

 The best thing you can do is be bold enough to speak up when your playing partners do not keep to 

the etiquette that we all expect, if they have not done the right thing they will not have a leg to stand on. 

 

 Divots need replacing in the semi-rough, the same as the fairway, no one likes playing out of a 

divot. 

 

 I am the most expensive litter picker in Kent, let me get on with what is important, instead of pick-

ing up chocolate bar wrappers and plastic drink bottles. 

 

 Poorly repaired pitch marks leave a soil covered blemish on the green, the mark needs to pulled in 

so that it is left green not soil, I guarantee it will not grass over at this time of year. 

 

 Never seen it so bad, that's power trolley wheel cleaning in the middle of a fairway, leaving two 

lines of mud, which look unsightly and show complete disregard to the presentation of our course. 

 

 I do believe most golfers do the right thing whilst on the course, itôs the ones who don't who need 

re-educating and one way or another that is what we need to achieve. 

 

 I look forward to seeing many of you at the Club Forum in February, an evening where we can ex-

change views and ideas about the club. If you have some constructive criticism come along, if you fancy a 

moan write to your MP. 

 

Lee Sayers. 

Course Manager. 26/1/10. 

From the Course Manager 
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