The newsletter for members of Mid Kent golf club.

A HOLE IN ONE. Well Done Hatrry.

on the first hole had an ace.

reached a handicap of 32.

seeitgo in"

One of our junior juniors had a hole in one on €imias Eve.
Harry Payne aged 9 years 9 months and 21 dayg asinrvood

Harry has been playing for about 8 months andahaady
He said " it was a good shot but it was a shdraeltdidn't

Dave Watkins asked him if he had any heroes if.gdie
thought for awhile and said..."my dad (Brett Payne)

Children’s Christmas Party.

Sunday afternoon on 23rd December saw thg
appearance of the Children’s Christmas Party. 34 ch
dren accompanied by parents and grandparents wel
treated to a great afternoon of fun.

re-

e

Shaun Barker provided the music and the voice

behind the games as Captain Dave and vice Captaim

Dave pranced around the floor with the kids.

After the party games the children were enter
tained by Mr Fizz and his magic show.

The children were then treated to Burger &
Chips and Jelly & Ice cream when the star of theash
was unveiled... yes you guessed it Captain SaraasCl
presents were given out to all the children atteythad
sung to Santa.

All of the children departed with big smiles on
their faces....well....nearly all, Vice Captain [@avas in

tears as he left because someone had popped loisrbal

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM MARK.

WITH THE RECENT CHANGES IN THE RULES OF GOLF , ITIS EACH MEMBER’S RE-
SPONSIBILITY TO CHECK THAT THE DRIVER THEY ARE USING IS LEGAL. ANYONE FOUND
TO BE PLAYING WITH , OR EVEN JUST CARRYING , A NONGONFORMING DRIVER IN ANY
CLUB EVENT OR COMPETITION WILL BE DISQUALIFIED ! IF YOU ARE AT ALL UNSURE
ABOUT THE LEGALITY OF YOUR DRIVER PLEASE CHECK ON HE R&A WEBSITE (
randa.org ) OR ASK FOR HELP IN THE PRO-SHOP.
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Annual Captain’s v Vice Captain’s Team Match

The annual Boxing day Captain v Vice Captain sé&w 3
Christmas drop outs treated to a day’s golf imigles conditions.

The Captain, partnered by Vince Wade, put theé piosnt
in the bag beating Vice Captain Dave and his pafoay Jago.
Then the next five games all went the way of theeMCaptain’s
teams. Some pride was restored to the Captaimsst@ath three
more wins but the result was already decided.t@ltfe Vice's
team

The Captain put out some stilton and port supddtiyout
by our steward, then presented Dave Newnham wathrdphy (
which he failed to fill up).

A bit about some of the competitions we enter.

KENT COMPETITIONS
Wilding Cole Trophy.

Presented by Mr. Wilding Cole in 1935 then a Mendifeéhe Royal Blackheath Golf Club. For competitlmetweer
Clubs in North-West Kent.

Teams of eight with handicaps of nine and over.
The Royal Blackheath Trophy.

Presented by the Royal Blackheath Golf Club in 1$%8 competition between Clubs in North-West K&tams
of eight with handicaps of 15 and over.

Singles only off Scratch.
Evening Match.
The Gray Trophy

Presented by Mr. R. Gray, a past Captain of Rojatkheath Golf Club for competition between clubdlorth-
West Kent.

Teams of eight with handicaps of nineteen or over.

Singles only off Scratch.
Evening Match.
Perman Shield.

Presented by a member of Sundridge Park, Mr. GEn&n in 1925 for competition amongst Clubs invicéity
of Bromley, but changed later for competition bedwelubs in North-West Kent.

Teams. Eight singles and four foursomes off Scrptapled over 36 holes.
Weekend Match.

The Medway Trophy

This competition is played between ten clubs amdbitmat is 36 holes Foursomes Stableford withetlpars repre-
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senting each club. Handicap limit is 12.

The Wrotham Wrooster

This is an annual competition between golf clubkémt. The format is best two scores from thrednweéams com-

prising the current Club Captain, Vice Captainitheediate Past Captain

And our domestic competitions.

The Lindsay Masters.

Instituted in 1955 by Mrs Paddy Lindsay.
36 hole competition and played over two days fro
tombstones with a maximum handicap allowanc
20. It is open to the winners and runners up of thg
full gentlemen’s competitions shown here on the

right.

Captain’s Prize

Chairman’s Prize

Club Championship

Cornwall Cup

Countrymen’s Goblets

Directors’ Cup

Doust Trophy

Gwynn Bennett Cup

A\Houghton Cup

Jubilee Cup

'Kent Playing Fields Cup

Af

Lindsay Masters

Ul
aMugs Cup

Order f Merit

Pascoe Cup

Penman Cup

Pilot’'s Cup

Pinder Cup

Porter Plate

President’s Putter

Scratch Bowl

Stanley Putt Salvers

Winner and Runner(s) up of each section in the Mgri¥ledals

December Medal (1st December)
8 S. Ewen
e A. Lockwood
J. Sparks
1st 36 Points
B. Payne
D. Challis
M. Muro
@ [1st | C.AByers 38 Points
<
g P. Chesson .
2nd : 37 Points
D. Jennings
%’ 1st | G. French 35 Points
CED 2nd | R.C.Fisher 34 Points
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The Ladies’ Section.

Turkey Trot

The day for the Thursday Turkey Trot dawned brightyny and frosty, and although we played on tempo-
rary greens everybody had a good time. We playgogressive stableford. 3 scores on the first @i
on the next 6 and 1 on the last 6, and everyome la@me with a prize. It was followed by an optibna
continental breakfast which was very enjoyable.

The winners only had a two ball so they were gigewild card

The winners were Tutsy Walsh and Linda Ray

2nd were Beatrice Hope, Maureen Kirk and ChristWeghorne
3rd were Nina Davies, Kim Leigh and Lynfred Watioar

4th were Margaret Cooke, Beverley Barrow and Diaaager
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LADIES PEARSON TROPHY
‘BACK TO EARTH’

On a cold wet January morning our ladies battleddchto narrowly lose 4 — 3 to top of the table
Gillingham G.C.

Again all but one of our ladies had to give shatsgd even given that this was an away match we
were disappointed to be pipped at the post, withaBches going the distance.

Well done team for such a gritty performance, we laoking forward to our first home match
against Bexleyheath G.C. on MonddyRebruary.

My thanks once again to our growing numbers of sugps.
Our team was:-
Chris Galbraith

Editor’'s Note: A bit of background information.
E.L.G.A. The Pearson Trophy.

Werldy Jackson The Pearson Trophy was started in 1910 by Miss
Janis Bourne Issette Pearson, later Mrs Miller. She was involveith it
June Plumb until 1914 and was co-founder and secretary of the

L.G.U. Originally, it was for Handicaps from 1 to 4
(Scratch did not exist then) and teams consisted aof|
odd number of at least 7 a-side, depending on hoans
_ _ wished to play on the day.

Chris Waghorne — Playing reserve | a; first 12 clubs took part, but by 1991 this hadogvn to
151.

For more details visit
http://www.kentpearsontrophy.co.uk/index

Brenda Mansfield
Sylvia Howe

Beverley Barrow

Carole Sulsh

The Kent Golf League. Presentationgsubmitted by Barry Plumb)

About 65 people representing the various clubstthae played in the KGL throughout the sun
mer season attended The Kent Golf League annusgptiaion at Sittingbourne on Friday 18th January
2008.

124

This league is organised by our own Pat Quadlihg does a great job throughout the year. We
done Pat!

Mid Kent was very well represented by three teanmning prizes.

Firstly the Juniors took second place to Dartforthe Junior league with an away loss of 2/1 §
home win of 2/1 but losing on holes down.

The B team won their league with a great 4/0 witheir last match against West Malling.

Finally the A team took second place after twovdéBories in our last two matches of the seasqn;
at home against Kings Hill and away to West Mallifgese results allowed Sittingbourne to win their
third title in a row.

A great year had by all lets hope we can go aledogtter next year and win all three titles!

Our thanks go to our two sponsors of the A teaoger Nicholls (Autumn Engineering) for shirt
and Kevin Donovan (Sprint Engineering) for stiyers and to Paul Smith (Latharg) for the B team
shirts. Without their support we would not lookssoart on the golf course.

U7

P.S. Thanks to June for washing the shirts.
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General

The changes to the Rules generally fall into twaaldrcategories: (1) those that improve the clarfithe Rules and (2) those
that reduce the penalties in certain circumstateesisure that they are proportionate.

Definitions

Advice

Amended to allow the exchange of information ortatise, as it is not considered to be “advice”.
Lost Ball

Amended to clarify substituted ball issues andhtdude the concept of “stroke-and-distance” (seeesponding changes to
Rules 18-1, 24-3,25-1c, 26 and 27-1).

Matches

Definition withdrawn and replaced by two new Dediions, “Forms of Match Play” and “Forms of Strokay.
Rules

Rule 1-2. Exerting Influence on Ball

Note added to clarify what constitutes a seriogmbh of Rule 1-2.

Rule 4-1. Form and Make of Clubs.
Amended to reduce the penalty for carrying, butusig, a nonconforming club or a club in breach of

Rule 4-2, from disqualification to the same asyiag more than 14 clubs.

Rule 12-1. Searching for Ball; Seeing Ball

Amended to include searching for a ball in an alugion.

Rule 12-2. Identifying Ball

Amended to allow a player to lift his ball for idéitation in a hazard (see corresponding chandRuie 15-3, removing the
exemption from penalty for playing a wrong balkitazard).

Rule 13-4. Ball in Hazard; Prohibited Actions

the player’s subsequent play of the hole; Exce@iadded to exempt a player from penalty under R8ida (testing the con-
dition of the hazard) in certain circumstances.

Rule 14-3.Artificial Devices, Unusual Equipment dudusual Use of Equipment

Amended to refer to the unusual use of equipmea &so new Exception on use of equipment in atibadlly accepted mant
ner) and new Exception added for players with #itegte medical reason

to use an artificial device or unusual equipment.

by Decision only.

Rule 15-2. Substituted Ball

Exception added to avoid a “double penalty” wheaypt incorrectly substitutes ball and plays from wWrong place (see corre
sponding change to Rule 20-7c).

Issue Number 118 Jan. 2008 The Shrimper Page 6

Exception 1 amended for clarification; Exceptioariended to refer to Rule 13-2 and to eliminata¢fierence to assistance [n

Note added to clarify that a Local Rule may beddtrced allowing the use of distance measuring @syigreviously authorisaed



Rule 15-3.Wrong Ball

Amended to remove the exemption from penalty fayiplg a wrong ball in a hazard (see correspondiagge to Rule 12-2,
allowing a player to lift a ball for identificatioim a hazard).

Rule 16-1e. Standing Astride or on Line of Putt

Exception added to apply no penalty if act was weatdnt or to avoid standing on another playeris bf putt; previously
authorised by Decision only.

Rule 18. Ball at Rest Moved

Penalty statement amended to avoid a “double pénalten a player lifts his ball without authoritpéincorrectly substitutes
ball (see related changes to Rules 15-2 and 20-7c).

Rule 18-1. Ball at Rest Moved; By Outside Agency
Note added to clarify procedure when ball mightdhbeen moved by an outside agency.

Rule 19-2. Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped Bayer, Partner, Caddie or Equipment
Amended to reduce the penalty in both match plalystiroke play to one stroke.

Rule 20-3a. Placing and Replacing; By Whom and Wher
Amended to reduce the penalty for having the wregiggon place or replace a ball to one stroke.

Rule 20-7c. Playing from Wrong Place; Stroke Play

Note added to avoid a “double penalty” when plgyays from the wrong place and incorrectly subttiiball (see correspond-
ing change to Rule 15-2).

Rule 24-1. Movable Obstruction

Amended to allow a flagstick, whether attended,aesd or held up, to be moved when a ball is in oroti
Rule 24-3. Ball in Obstruction Not Found;

Rule 25-1c. Ball in Abnormal Ground Condition Naiund;

Rule 26.Water Hazards (Including Lateral Water Hdgp

Rule 27-1. Stroke and Distance; Ball Out of Bourigj Not Found Within Five Minutes

In the above Rules, the term “reasonable evidehas™been replaced by “known or virtually certairifem determining
whether a ball that has not been found may beetlead in an obstruction (Rule 24-3), an abnorrmaliggl condition (Rule 25-
1) or a water hazard (Rule 26-1). See corresporchiagges to Definition of Lost Ball and Rule 18-1.

A pdf version of the 2008 Rules of Golf is availatdt :-
http://www.randa.org/flash/rules/PDF/WEB_ROG _spresigdf
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And now an extract from the CONGU site.

From the 1st January 2008 The Council of Natié&alf Unions directs that the following allowances b
used for the undernoted forms of competition whiagex as handicap events and, where relevanthéocdlcula-
tion of the Competition Scratch Score in scratametitions. The reference to handicaps in all cesiess to Play-
ing Handicaps. Strokes must be taken accordingediandicap Stroke Index.

Singles Full difference between the CONGU® Haaggof the players
Foursomes ¥ difference between the aggregateGLf®NHandicaps of the players

Four-ball (better ball) Back marker to concedelsds to the other 3 players (based on % the dififax be-
tween the full CONGU® Handicaps

Greensomes* Full difference between Greensonmalidaps*

*Greensomes Handicap (Lower handicap x 0.6) ghii handicap x 0.4) if handicaps equal, half comdi
handicaps

The Unions/Associations have the discretion toerthke allowances mandatory. It should be notedthieat
Golfing Union of Ireland and the Scottish Golf Unibave made these allowances mandatory.

The following FAQ may answer many of the questipms have on why CONGU® recommends full handi-
cap difference in singles matchplay.

Q. Why does CONGU® recommend full handicap diffeein matchplay?

A. For some time, the CONGU® recommendation hasltleat, in singles matchplay, the full difference
between the handicaps should be given to the plaiierthe higher handicap. This is now increasirggyng
adopted, but the change from the ‘traditional’ @kmce of three-quarters has been disappointingly skcept by
the men in Ireland and Scotland where full diffeers mandatory.

It is wrong to say that there has been a debatheoguestion, because the argument for “no change”
barely been presented. CONGU® has been waitingdars for a coherent document to be shown to ickvfin-
ishes with the words “.... therefore the fair allowarin matchplay is three-quarters of the differeindeandicap”.
This has so far not been forthcoming.

There are however strong arguments to supporgeef full difference, this note sets out the basgu-
ments.

We are confident that, for strokeplay, the pre€s8dNGU® Unified Handicap System is accurate and fai
for players with a reasonably full competitive retd/NVe further assume that the player’s handicaprceis fairly
reflected in the handicap. All statistical inveatigons which have been made support this stateraedtcertainly it
is much superior to any alternatives which haventseggested. We also assume that we want thecfoalatch-
play allowances to be fair, in the sense that @acticipant has a roughly equal chance of winnirgs is not such
a trivial statement as it might appear, because=gyotfers believe that the lower handicap playeughactually bej
given the advantage. Suppose, nevertheless, thiaaveebeen charged with the task of devising tmerfatchplay
odds given our present handicapping system, basedseon stroke-play data, and no previous assiomgp how
should we proceed?

Let’s think about how we would expect a match lestwa 6-handicapper and a 16-handicapper to .
of all — what scores do we expect each of thencldeae if they put in an average performance? Tisea@ annoy-
ing technical point which affects the argument. #éenot actually expect a player to “play to hisdiaap”. The
CONGU® UHS, like all other handicap systems rourelworld, handicaps players according to the bat#rof
their records. The high handicappers are moreieantl therefore their average score is relativabye in excess d
their handicaps than is the case for the bettgepta So, instead of a difference of ten strokéwdsen their scores,
we expect something like eleven or twelve. Already analysis is tilting the scales slightly agaiost 16-
handicapper.

—h

But, for the moment, assume that in their matdh Iptayers play exactly to their handicaps neveiritaa
birdie, nor a double bogey, and dropping theirk&soconsistently where the stroke index says thewld. Playing
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level the 6-handicapper would have won ten holed,uander full handicap difference the match wodaehbeen al
square. So where are we getting this “three-quairfesm? In real life, of course, matches don'tlige that. People
take double or triple bogeys and even get birdésneed to consider how strokes are likely to beveded into
holes won, lost, or halved in matchplay. Theretaeways in which strokes fail to be used at alir Q6-
handicapper might win a hole without needing higk& or lose a hole in spite of having had onéhesmight as
well not have had a stroke at those holes! Actuallestigative work has been done on this- andetigea surpris-
ingly consistent result. Just over 40% of a strekttlement, on average, is “wasted”. Enthusiagtiguirers can
check this by interrogating competitors in club diaap knock-outs. The conclusion is that our 16éeapper,
even if getting ten shots, is only likely to beeat use six of them. It's beginning to look asvén full difference i
not enough.

\"2J

So far this is mostly theoretical. But let us ddesthe real life situation. Most Clubs run a hiaag match-
play knockout competition each year with a reasbnialoge entry. Have a look at the honours boastihij past
winners. Even Clubs which use full difference fthdt low Category players predominate. Indeed wdretiey
have changed to full difference or not they willgressed to produce any 3 or 4 Category winnettseitast twenty
years. This is even more striking when you realisé low handicap players form quite a low proportof the total
entry. You can also look at the individual resfittseach match in the tournament, and you will fihat the low
handicappers have a consistent edge. The ScottiétuGion has done a lot of work on this. They haweexcellent
presentation subtitled “Myths and misconceptiomgiich is on the CONGU® Website. They carried ostievey
of Clubs before and after the change to full défere. Before the change, 61% of handicap singlésheswere
won by the lower handicap player. After the charegtll difference, the low handicapper won 55%tfthat he
still had an edge).

A good deal of experimentation has been done wiitat is called simulation. Using hole-by-hole ssore
from strokeplay many, indeed thousands, of “pretematches can be run between each potential p#irifield.
An objection may be raised that such a simulatsamott like the real thing. But if you think abotjtsimulation
probably actually understates the advantage whiethaw handicapper has. They can control the gaatterh pre-
serving their winning position at a hole when neeeg. Anyway, these simulations consistently shuoat, teven at
full difference, the lower handicapper usually wiifyou want to know the horrid truth, to makeeiten you would
have to use nearly one-and-a-quarter times therdiite. Not that this is recommended!)

Using three-quarters gives the low- handicapgaige edge. The actual numerical results can bedadv
on request; but you can rest assured that, the ‘mamgerical” you get, the stronger is the evidefarefull differ-
ence.

It is only fair to consider counter-arguments. @oenmon complaint just now is that “our low hangica
players don’t enter handicap knock-outs after themnge to full difference; because the odds arenagtiem”. This
is nonsense; all that has happened is that theindldsir favour have been changed from “enormoteslpurable”
to “favourable, but not actually unfair”. The prebi is one of education. Another childish quest®tDio you seri-
ously expect me to give two strokes at one hold® dnswer to that is “yes”; and it happens evehrae-quarters
difference.

Finally, as a matter of interest, three-quartétsamdicap for singles appears to be used nowhsedrethe
world.

Affiliated Clubs are encouraged to download tmsveer if they think it would help them put the amgents
to their sceptical members
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News from the Boardroom(submitted by Danny Stevenson)

House.
It has been agreed that the bar will continuddsecat 2100 hrs. on Sundays & Mondays up to 3kt
2008 subject to any agreed function provisions.

Modernisation of the Captains’ photos and the imayhich they are displayed is under discussiontéFo
duce the photographs to 3" x 4" and frame themndoks of 6 is one idea. We are looking at othebslfor inspira-
tion however no decision has yet been made.

The installation of the new smoking area, the widrand screens will now be carried out by a Gattr
and will hopefully be up and ready soon.

Developments.

The new house has had the new fence erectedarpets and turf for the garden are due for compiatn-
minently and information for its sale is now digggd on our notice boards.

Various costing formulae and estimates for buddamd fitting out the new kitchen and restauraeaarare
continuing. It is hoped that the existing kitcheifl remain open while much of the construction goes

Greens.

Trials carried out by our green staff on both asbgy Ferguson and a John Deere tractor led totiede
sion that they are the only ones suitable as aceptent or our Holland, the lease of which expirédarch this
year.Options to buy it or trade it off will be ndigoed by our Course Manager.

lllustrations of the spread of tree roots and hiogy could affect greens and tees if left untreategle been
displayed on the notice boards. It is hoped theselgraphic pictures will help us to understanchtjfgressive actio
that unfortunately becomes necessary during treegement. Our course Manager and his team cortrde an
excellent job for the club and we look forward lte toming season and an ever improving course.

>

Team Captains:

Your 2008 team Captains correct at time of printing :-

'‘A' Team... Barry Plumb
'‘B' Team John Budd
Perman Shield Martin Clarke
Sundridge Park Trophy Conor Browne
Wilding Cole Cup Brian Peirce
West Kent Trophy Pat Quadling
Gray Trophy Alex Anderson
Royal Blackheath Trophy Brian Weston
Kent Foursomes Dave Watkins
Medway Trophy lan Whitehead
Lord Donoughmore cup Club Captain
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Tuesday 01/01/08
Wednesday 02/01/08
Thursday 03/01/08
Friday 04/01/08
Saturday 05/01/08
Sunday 06/01/08
Monday 07/01/08
Tuesday 08/01/08
Wednesday 09/01/08
Thursday 10/01/08
Friday 11/01/08
Saturday 12/01/08
Sunday 13/01/08
Monday 14/01/08
Tuesday 15/01/08
Wednesday 16/01/08
Thursday 17/01/08
Friday 18/01/08
Saturday 19/01/08
Sunday 20/01/08
Monday 21/01/08
Tuesday 22/01/08
Wednesday 23/01/08
Thursday 24/01/08
Friday 25/01/08
Saturday 26/01/08
Sunday 27/01/08
Monday 28/01/08
Tuesday 29/01/08
Wednesday 30/01/08
Thursday 3101/08

MONTHLY EVENTS - JANUARY 2008

Ladies Stableford

Monthly Medal (Stableford)
Monthly Medal (Stableford)
Ladies January Stableford
Vets Medal
Board Meeting

Ladies 5 Club Competition
Private Luncheon

Ladies Stableford
Pearson Trophy v Gillingham (A)

Ladies Stableford

KGL Presentation at Sittingbourne

Private Function

Ladies Greensomes

Mid Week Medal (Stableford)
Private Luncheon

Private Luncheon

Ladies Greensomes

Burns Night
Ladies Winter Foursomes (Lukes &spl
Private Luncheon

Vertidraining

Vertidraining

Vertidraining

Ladies Winter Foursomes (Lukes Goblets)
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Friday 01/02/08
Saturday 02/02/08

Sunday 03/02/08
Monday 04/02/08

Tuesday 05/02/08
Wednesday 06/02/08
Thursday 07/02/08

Friday 08/02/08
Saturday 09/02/08
Sunday 10/02/08

Monday 11/02/08

Tuesday 12/02/08
Wednesday 13/02/08
Thursday 14/02/08

Friday 15/02/08
Saturday 16/02/08
Sunday 17/02/08

Monday 18/02/08

Tuesday 19/02/08
Wednesday 20/02/08
Thursday 21/02/08

Friday 22/02/08
Saturday 23/02/08
Sunday 24/02/08

Monday 25/02/08
Tuesday 26/02/08
Wednesday 27/02/08
Thursday 28/02/08
Friday 29/02/08

MONTHLY EVENTS FEBRUARY 2008

Monthly Medal (Stableford)
Private Function
Ladies Stable ford (February)
Board Meeting
Vets Medal
Pearson Trophy v Bexleyheath (H)

Ladies Stable ford (February)
Private Dinner

Quiz Night v Dartford (A)
Ladies Medal (February)

Ladies Medal (February)
Private Dinner
Valentines Dinner/Dance
Penman Qualifier

Ladies Strokeplay
Mid Week Medal

Lady Captain v Lady Vice Captain
Ladies Supper

Private Dinner

Ladies Stableford

Possible Golf Society Day

Ladies Stableford
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